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On April 9, 2013 at 1123 hours, units from the Columbia Missouri Fire Department responded 
to 103 Stadium Boulevard for the report of a commercial structure fire. For further 
information see the investigative report. 
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Investigation Profile Report 



Investigation Profile - Basic Information 



Investigation: Incident Investigation 



13-0007284 



Date: 04/09/2013 



Address: 103 STADIUM BLVD N/LOT 313/COLUMBIA, MO 65203 



EDID: 01005 



Alarm Date: 04/09/2013 



Incident #: 13-0007284 



Status Date : 



Investigators : 



Laboratories Used: 



Initial Observations: 



Other Investigative Info: 



Narrative : 

On April 9, 2013 at approximately 1200 hours, units from the Columbia Missouri Fire Department 
were dispatched to 103 North Stadium Boulevard, Ash Street Apartments, for a report of a 
Commercial Structure Fire. While en route, Public Safety Joint Communications advised 
responding units callers stated there was fire coming from the roof area. 

At 1142 hours I was contacted by Public Safety Joint Communications to respond as the on-call 
investigator to conduct a fire origin and cause investigation. When I arrived on the scene I 
made contact with Incident Commander Division Chief Darren Arends who informed me there was 
fire in the upper units and attic. Ash Street Apartments is a multiple building complex 
located on the west side of Stadium Boulevard and to the south of Ash Street'. The building 
within the complex where the fire occurred was located in the southeast corner of the property 
running length ways east to west. The building was 3 stories in height and approximately 45 
feet deep by 200 feet in length containing 64 units. 

Due to the size of the apartment building and the number of affected residents I requested the 
assistance of Assistant Fire Marshal Jim Pasley and Assistant Fire Marshal Lt . Tim Bach. When 
AFM Pasley and Lt . Bach arrived on the scene we met with incident commander Chief Arends and I 
began making assignments as the primary investigator for the incident. 

I assigned Lt . Bach to work with the property representatives to identify the occupants of the 
affected apartments and conduct interviews of any persons that may have information about the 
cause of the fire. See Lt . Bach's report below for further information. I assigned AFM 
Pasley to begin digitally photographing the structure and conduct the fire origin and cause 
investigation with me providing assistance as requested. See AFM Pas-ley's report below for 
further information regarding the fire's origin and cause. 

SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT BY LT . BACH 

On Tuesday, April 9, 2013 at approximately 1200 hours, I was contacted by Lt . Brian Davison to 
assist with a fire investigation located at 103 N. Stadium. I arrived on the scene at 
approximately 1219 hours. 

Upon arriving on the scene, I made contact with Incident Commander Chief Darrin Arends. I 
advised Chief Arends I would be assisting Lt . Davison with his investigation. I made contact 
with Lt . Davison who requested I make contact with any involved residents and conduct 
interviews . 

I made rounds with residents who were standing outside the structure. I identified residents 
who were in Building 103 before the fire. I made a list of all residents who were in the 
building during the fire. The majority of the residents were notified of the fire by a knock 
at their door, but had no pertinent information to add. 
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I made contact with a subject who was involved near the fire area. The subject (Upchurch, 
Ryan) agreed to speak with me. Mr. Upchurch advised he was sleeping in his apartment (#316). 
He awoke to the sound of glass breaking outside his front door. He then noticed smoke in his 
apartment and flames outside his window. He then went through his front door and exited the 
building. I asked Mr. Upchurch exactly where he saw the flames. He stated the flames were to 
the right (west) when looking out his bedroom window. 

I made contact with a maintenance employee of the apartment complex. The subject (Weiman, 
Bill) agreed to speak with me. Mr. Weiman stated he had been working in the first floor 
hallway of Building 103 before the fire. A resident had called the prior day (April 8th) and 
had complained the lights in the east hall, first floor of Building 103 were not working 
properly. Mr. Weiman had attempted to repair the lights, but each attempt tripped a breaker. 
He stated the breaker was the second or third one down from the top. After the breaker 
continued to trip, Mr. Weiman decided to stop work and start going through each individual 
light later that day. 

As Mr. Weiman was exiting Building 103 and heading through the parking lot, he heard shouting 
from the building. A resident from Apartment 313 (Campbell, Erica) was stating her apartment 
was full of smoke, Mr. Weiman proceeded to the third floor and noticed smoke in the hall. He 
opened the maintenance room located in the middle of the third floor. Mr. Weiman stated the 
room was full of smoke, but the only flames visible were outside the wind ow from the roof 
area . 

Mr. Weiman broke the glass from a fire extinguisher cabinet and removed the extinguisher. He 
proceeded to the roof through an access scuttle hole. On the roof, he saw flames towards the 
south end of the roof. He discharged the fire extinguisher, but realized the fire was bigger 
than what he could handle. 

Mr. Weiman exited the roof, and then began to go floor to floor knocking on doors. After he 
knocked on ail doors, Mr. Weiman exited the building. 

I contacted an individual who identified herself as the original 9-1-1 caller of the incident. 
The subject (Campbell, Erica) agreed to speak with me. Ms. Campbell stated she was asleep in 
Apartment 317 when she awoke to the smell of smoke. She checked all of her outlets, closets 
and furnace. She was unable to determine where the smoke was coming from. Ms. Campbell then 
called 9-1-1 and exited the building. Upon exiting the building, she saw one of the 
maintenance workers in the parking lot and advised him of the smoke. 

After my interviews, I made contact with Property Representative Jenny Sprague. Ms. Sprague 
and I compared all of the people we had made contact with and determined all residents had 
either been contacted or messages had been left. 

After the fire had been controlled, I assisted walking residents individually to their 
apartments to retrieve belongings for the night. Once this was complete, I made contact with 
Ms. Sprague and advised her I would be clearing the scene. She was in contact with Primary 
Investigator Brian Davison at the time. 

I cleared the scene with no further action. 

SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT BY AFM PASLEY 

On Tuesday, April 9, 2013 at 11:32 hours, units from the Columbia Fire Department responded to 
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a report of a residential structure fire located at 103 Stadium Boulevard North, commonly 
known as Ash Street Apartments. At 11:32 hours I was contacted via cell phone message and 
responded to the incident. 

Upon arrival, I met with Marshal 4, Lt . Davison, who advised I would be conducting an origin 
and cause analysis. I and Marshal 4 then met with Marshal 3, Lt . Bach, and the incident 
commander, Division Chief Darin Arends . The decision was made that Marshal 3 would assist with 
obtaining witness statements while I and Marshal 4 conducted the investigation. 

I began by photographing the exterior of the building. The structure included two entrances on 
the north side thus breaking the structure into three sections. For the purpose of this report 
I will refer to the sections as the west, middle, and east sections. 

I began on the west side of the building and progressed clockwise around the building. Damage 
noted on the exterior included: 

>heavy damage to exterior windows and soffit areas along the south side, middle section, of 
the building; 

>there appeared to be slight extension to the east and west sections; 

>crews were in the process of pulling ceilings of the affected apartments and removing the 
exterior soffit coverings to look for extension. 

Upon completion of the exterior walk around, Marshal 4 and I obtained aerial photographs of 
the damages via assistance by Captain Zielinski and Ladder 2. The aerial view point confirmed 
the earlier findings of heavy damage along the southern roof line of the building. Also noted 
was an extinguisher located near the roof access, an extension cord traveling from the access 
opening to the northern edge of the building, an approximately 4x4 ventilation hole, and what 
resembled a trench cut traveling from a sewer exhaust vent mid-roof to the southern roof line 
of the building. I questioned Captain Zielinski as to whether or not his crew had been 
assigned ventilation to the roof and he advised they had not been and that the hole to the 
East of the maintenance room was completed by another crew. Captain Zielinski advised that 
his crew, Ladder 2, made the initial entry and observed heavy smoke coming from the 
maintenance room at the top of stairwell on floor 3. He advised there was heavy smoke in the 
room itself and that the flames were coming from the roof line on the south wall of the room. 
His crew extinguished the fire in this room and proceeded to move west down the hall in an 
attempt to extinguish the fire as it extended westward. 

Upon returning to the ground, I was approached by a gentleman who introduced himself as Bill. 
Bill advised that he had been working in the building to troubleshoot and repair reported 
issues with inoperable hallway lighting and tripped electrical breakers. He then proceeded to 
explain that in the process of these repairs he noticed smoke in the maintenance room on the 
third floor. He believed the majority of the flames were coming from the roof; therefore, he 
obtained a fire extinguisher, gained access to the roof via the access, and attempted to 
extinguisher the fire utilizing the extinguisher. He quickly realized that he was unable to 
extinguish the fire and returned to the third floor where he began notifying the occupants of 
the fire. 

I then entered the structure. I entered from the west side on floor one and proceeded to the 
east. The west section, floor one, showed no damage. I proceeded to the middle section on 
floor one and found numerous apartments with water damage; the majority on the south side of 
the hallway. The east section showed little damage. 

I proceeded to the second floor and traveled down the hallway from east to west. I found 
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similar damage to that of the first floor. The East sections and middle sections sustained 
water damage while the West section did not. 

I proceeded to the third floor now traveling the hallway from the west to the east. The west 
section included smoke and little water damage. The middle section showed heavy fire damage to 
the units on the south side of the hallway with extension into units on the north side. 
Moving east from there, I found the first two units on the south side sustained damage from 
extension . 

Upon completion of the initial walkthrough, I requested the assistance of Marshal 4 in 
reviewing the scene. We proceeded to access the roof through the hatch in the maintenance room 
on the third floor. I pointed out what resembled a trench cut to the roof above room number 
314. Upon further investigation I found heavy charring to the rafters from the southern wall 
up to the area of the roof directly above the restroom in that apartment. I found one wall 
stud on the southern wall to be burnt through. This stud was directly attached to the rafters 
supporting the roof line above the restroom. Upon further inspection I found the coating on 
the wire running from the vanity light, and through the rafters, to have melted. The coating 
on the west side of the rafters in question, where the wire continued to the ceiling fan, was 
intact. A portion of the ceiling above the restroom shared drywall materials and I found 
indications of extreme heat to the roof side of the drywall. 

On April 12, 2013, AFM Pasely spoke on the phone to a person who identified herself only as 
Elizabeth and a previous resident of apartment 310 in the building of fire origin. Elizabeth 
stated she lived in apartment 310 until August of 2012 and that she had contacted Mills 
Properties on several occasions about electrical issues in the apartment. Below are the notes 
from AFM Pasley from the phone conversation: 
Notes from my conversation with this prior resident. 

Elizabeth, 816 351-0104 
" Lived in unit 310 until August of 2012 

" Advised when the Mills Group purchased the property, she advised them about loose outlet 
covers, switches in the bathrooms inoperable at times, 4 outlets (2 in two rooms) all on same 
10 amp breaker, and the covering to the communications box in the hallway was missing. 
" She advised she was an electrician in the Navy for 6 years. 

" Her and her brother left the complex as they did not feel safe. Was concerned the group 
was worrying more about the cosmetic items than life safety items. 

CONCLUSION BY LT . DAVISON: 

After reviewing the interviews conducted by Lt . Bach and the scene analysis conducted by AFM 
Pasely, it is my determination that the cause of the fire was accidental in nature. Mr. 
Weiman, maintenance employee, stated that he had been working on electrical issues in another 
portion of the building and the statement by Elizabeth that she had electrical issues in 
Apartment 310 when she lived there in 2012. These statements, along with the location of the 
greatest amount of fire damage located in the ceiling above the bathroom in 314, makes the 
probable cause of the fire to be electrical wiring located in that area. Should further 
information become available we reserve the right to amend this report. 
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